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Abstract  
This study aims to describe type, function and meaning of illocution speech acts of fatony 
university of thailand students in BIPA learning process. the method used in this research is 
descriptive qualitative. The data used is data obtained from the results of record zoom 
documentation in the BIPA learning process. The data collection technique used free-
involved listening, speaking and note-taking techniques. The source of the data in this study 
was the utterances of Fatoni University Thailand students. According to the results of the 
analysis found 4 types of illocutionary speech acts, 3 functions and 2 meanings of 
illocutionary speech acts at Fatoni University Thailand students. 
Keywords: Pragmatic, Speech Act, Illocution, BIPA, FTU 
 
Abstrak 
Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mendeskripsikan jenis, fungsi dan makna tindak tutur ilokusi  
mahasiswa Fatoni University Thailand dalam proses pembelajaran BIPA. Metode yang 
digunakan dalam penelitian ini adalah deskriptif  kualitatif.  Data yang digunakan adalah data 
yang diperoleh dari hasil dokumentasi record zoom pada proses pembelajaran BIPA. Teknik 
pengumpulan data menggunakan teknik simak bebas libat cakap serta catat. Sumber data 
pada penelitian ini ialah tuturan mahasiswa  Fatoni University Thailand. Sesuai hasil analisis 
ditemukan 4 jenis tindak tutur ilokusi, 3 fungsi dan 2 makna tindak tutur ilokusi mahasiswa 
Fatoni University Thailand. 
Kata kunci: Pragmatik, Tindak Tutur, Ilokusi, BIPA, FTU 
 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 

In the process of human communication requires language as a medium and tool of 
social interaction to convey intentions, ideas, feelings and experiences between humans. 
Fluency in communication is also one of the main factors for avoiding misunderstandings, in 
understanding the context conveyed. Especially with the world's rapid development and 
very high mobility and dynamics, making progress in all fields provides access to interact 
with other cultures. This interaction can take place face to face, the mass media and 
communication phenomena are nuanced and varied. 
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Variation is diversity that makes a context non-significant in a research study, as is 
the case with linguistic studies which have variations in their studies, one of which is 
pragmatic studies. Pragmatics is a study that discusses context and language through speech 
acts uttered by researchers when interacting and communicating. Pragmatics is also a 
branch of linguistics that studies the purpose of speech in a speech act. 

Speech acts are the basis for the analysis of pragmatic topics, because in conveying an 
intention, speech acts have various forms in their implementation. (Rohmadi (2017)argues 
that "a speech act is a product or result of a sentence under certain conditions and the 
smallest unit of linguistic communication which can be in the form of questions, statements 
and orders". Speech acts are one of the pragmatic analyzes that examine language with 
aspects of its actual usage. (Marni dkk., 2021). Speech acts are divided into three, namely 
locutionary speech acts, illocutionary speech acts, perlocutionary speech acts. In accordance 
with the research title of illocutionary speech acts, therefore the researcher focuses on 
illocutionary speech acts only. Rohmadi (2017) said that illocutionary speech acts are speech 
acts that function to say or inform something and are also used to do something. 

In the process of BIPA (Bahasa Indonesia bagi Penutur Asing) learning, 
understanding is of paramount importance for foreign students. This understanding serves 
as a foundation for tailoring the BIPA program to the characteristics and needs of foreign 
students. BIPA, designed to promote the Indonesian language on an international scale, 
attracts a diverse range of foreign learners driven by various objectives, including politics, 
trade, arts and culture, and tourism.  

Fatoni University Thailand (FTU) is actively involved in driving the BIPA (Bahasa 
Indonesia bagi Penutur Asing) learning endeavor. Functioning within the framework of FTU, 
the Faculty of Cultural and Social Sciences (FIBS) assumes a pivotal role in administering 
BIPA courses. BIPA constitutes an integral element within the broader Malay language 
curriculum, specifically positioned within the Indonesian Language Concentration (KBI). 
Commencing its journey in the initial semester, the BIPA course progressively unfolds its 
multifaceted dimensions, encompassing both Malay and Indonesian concentrations, 
culminating in the fifth semester with an allocation of three credits. Participating in this 
research were students belonging to the Class of 2019, actively engaged across the spectrum 
of BIPA 1 and BIPA 2 levels. The BIPA learning endeavor revolves around the cultivation of 
four fundamental language proficiencies: reading, speaking, listening, and writing. At FTU, 
the BIPA curriculum is thoughtfully crafted to serve as an introductory platform, seamlessly 
bridging the path for KBI students to immerse themselves in the realms of the Indonesian 
language, literature, and culture. 

Given the diverse interests of Fatoni University Thailand students in mastering 
Indonesian, the journey involves aspects of acquiring and mastering a second language (B2). 
Throughout this language acquisition process, students inevitably encounter linguistic 
errors—both written and spoken. These errors predominantly manifest within the speech 
acts of students who possess limited proficiency in using Indonesian. In light of the above, 
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this research centers on the illocutionary speech acts of Fatoni University Thailand students 
throughout their BIPA learning journey. The choice of illocutionary speech acts as data and 
data sources stems from the students' oral contributions—comprising statements and 
questions—during the BIPA learning process. These expressions encapsulate and lead to 
various types of illocutionary speech acts. Thus, the primary objective of this research is to 
identify and elucidate the range of illocutionary speech acts exhibited by Fatoni University 
Thailand students within the context of BIPA learning. 
 
2. METHOD 

In this study, researchers have employed a descriptive qualitative method. This 
method is chosen with the intention of presenting a comprehensive portrayal of the research 
outcomes and acquiring an overarching understanding of the subject under scrutiny. The 
selection of this method is rooted in the necessity for a detailed exploration of the contextual 
facets in order to discern the various types, functions, and implications of illocutionary 
speech acts within the BIPA learning process for students of Fatoni University Thailand. The 
investigation entailed a series of 9 sessions, each with pre-defined material, conducted as 
part of the learning process. 

This form of qualitative research adheres to a descriptive framework, focusing on 
the depiction and characterization of the phenomenon. A notable hallmark of descriptive 
research is its narrative-oriented approach, involving a profusion of textual descriptions. 
Typically, qualitative descriptive research is harnessed to address research inquiries 
encompassing "what," "how," and "why" dimensions. Once a comprehensive exploration of 
all facets of the phenomenon has been accomplished, the researcher endeavors to elucidate 
the phenomenon's attributes holistically and meticulously, employing narrative descriptions 
comprised of words and sentences (Ulfatin, 2015). 
 
3. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

After conducting research on illocutionary speech acts at Fatoni University Thailand 
students in the BIPA learning process, it can be seen that illocutionary speech acts are 
utterances produced as part of lingual interaction. Speech act theory is a theory that tends 
to examine the meaning and intent of a sentence, not a theory that examines sentence 
structure. If someone wants to convey something to another person, then what he puts 
forward is the meaning or intent of the sentence. However, to convey that meaning or 
intention, the student must express it in the form of speech acts. 

These speech acts are divided into three types, namely illocutionary acts, 
illocutionary acts, and perlocutionary acts. Illocutionary speech act is a speech act which 
besides functioning to say or inform something is also used to do something. Illocutionary 
speech acts are very difficult to identify because they must first consider who is the speaker 
and who is the interlocutor. Illocutionary speech acts are speech acts that are often used by 
students, because Fatoni University Thailand students mostly state, convey and respond to 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


 

 
 
 
 

Volume 2 Issue 2, 2023  
E-ISSN: 2828-3686 

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons  Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Received 15 06 2023, Accepted  18 07 2023 
Published By. Haqi Publishing Service. This An Open Journal System 
 
 

Social Science Review and Humanities 

answers. As well as students more often ask questions or command with sentences telling 
the teacher to answer questions or re-explain the material being explained. The material 
used in this study is according to the agreement of the students and the teacher. 

Therefore the teacher provides material that seems interesting to Fatoni University 
Thailand students in the BIPA learning process. In accordance with the BIPA level of the 
students being taught, namely, BIPA 1 and BIPA 2. BIPA level 1 is BIPA who understands and 
uses expressions in the context of self-introduction and fulfillment of concrete daily and 
routine needs in a simple way to communicate with cooperative speech partners , and at 
BIPA level 2 which expresses feelings simply, describes daily and routine needs. 

Therefore the teacher provides different material at each meeting. The material 
taught to students is interrelated with one another, first about how Indonesians get to know 
their interlocutors, after teaching how to introduce themselves, the teacher teaches and 
explains how Indonesians buy and sell, what's more these Indonesians are famous for their 
characteristics, namely bargaining. Continuing in the third meeting the teacher explained 
material about tourism in Indonesia, because Indonesia has a wide and abundant natural 
wealth, the teacher explained about the natural beauty and tourism in Indonesia in 3 
meetings. Because the teacher taught material related to the sixth meeting, the teacher 
discussed how natural events and disasters occurred in Indonesia. After that the teacher 
explained about the biographies of Indonesian figures and history. After that, the teacher 
explained about culture and customs in Indonesia. And the last material the teacher explains 
and teaches about short story material and myths. 

In this study, it was found that there were illocutionary speech acts related to the 
material explained at nine meetings. So there are four types of illocutionary speech acts, 
namely; 1. There are assertive speech acts (stating, proposing, boasting, complaining, 
expressing opinions, reporting) 2. Not commissive speech acts (ordering, ordering, begging, 
demanding, giving advice), 3. Directive speech acts (promising, offering, vowing ), 4. 
Expressive speech acts (thank you, congratulate, apologize, threaten, praise, say sorry). And 
there are three functions 1) comparative (competitive): commanding, asking, demanding, 2) 
fun (convivial): illocutionary goals are in line with social goals; say thank you, 3) work 
together (collaborative): illocutionary purposes regardless of objectives; state. In this study 
there are also 2 meanings that exist in illocutionary speech acts, namely referential meaning 
and non-referential meaning. 

In the study of variations in illocutionary speech acts of Fatoni University Thailand 
students in the BIPA learning process, it was found 1) types of illocutionary speech acts of 
Fatoni University Thailand students in the BIPA learning process, 2) the function of 
illocutionary speech acts of Fatoni University Thailand students in the BIPA learning process, 
3) meaning illocutionary speech acts of Fatoni University Thailand students in the BIPA 
learning process. This can be seen below. 
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1. Types of Illocutionary Speech Acts of Fatoni University Thailand Students in the 
BIPA Learning Process 

In this study, there are four types of illocutionary speech acts found in the first 
meeting to the ninth meeting, namely; first, there are assertive acts (stating and expressing 
opinions). Second, not commissive speech (commanding and begging). The three directive 
speech acts (promising). And the fourth is expressive speech acts (thank you, congratulate, 
and praise). 

In the BIPA learning process at the first meeting there were 6 speech acts, 2 assertive 
speech acts of declaring (explaining something), 3 acts of expressing opinions (expressing 
opinions), and 1 expressive speech act of congratulating. At the second meeting there were 
9 speech acts, 5 assertive speech acts expressing opinions (expressing opinions), 1 
commissive speech act ordering (sentence ordering), 2 expressive speech acts saying thank 
you, 1 expressive speech act praising. At the third meeting there were 17 speech acts, 5 
assertive speech acts stating (explaining something), 3 assertive speech acts expressing 
something (expressing opinions), 2 directive speech acts promising, 5 commissive speech 
acts ordering (sentences ordering), 2 expressive speech acts saying Thank You. At the fourth 
meeting there are 3 speech acts, 2 commissive speech acts ordering (sentences ordering), 
and 1 expressive speech act saying thank you. At the fifth meeting there are 11 speech acts, 
6 commissive speech acts ordering (ordering sentences), 5 expressive speech acts saying 
thank you. At the sixth meeting there are 8 speech acts, 3 commissive speech acts ordering 
(sentences ordering), and 1 act demanding (expecting something, 4 expressive speech acts 
saying thank you. At the seventh meeting there are 3 speech acts, 2 commissive speech acts 
ordering (sentence ordering) ), 1 expressive speech act of saying thank you. At the eighth 
meeting there are 7 speech acts, 3 assertive speech acts stating (telling something), 1 
commissive speech act ordering (sentence asking), 3 expressive speech acts saying thank 
you. At the ninth meeting there are 4 speech acts, 3 assertive speech acts stating (telling 
something), and 1 commissive speech act ordering (sentence ordering). 

 
2. Function of Illocutionary Speech Acts of Fatoni University Thailand Students in the 

BIPA Learning Process 
In this study, there are 3 functions of illocutionary speech acts by Fatoni University 

Thailand students in the BIPA learning process, namely 1) competitive (commanding, 
begging) 2) pleasant (convivial): saying thank you, and congratulating. 3) work together 
(collaborative): stated. From the first meeting to the ninth meeting, there are 21 speech acts 
of commanding, 1 speech act of begging which belongs to the competitive function, 18 speech 
acts of thanking, 1 speech act of congratulating which belongs to the convivial function, 13 
speech acts. states that belong to the function of working together (collaborative). 
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3. Meaning of Illocutionary Speech Acts of Fatoni University Thailand Students in the 
BIPA Learning Process 

In this study, there were 2 meanings of illocutionary speech acts by Fatoni University 
Thailand students in the BIPA learning process at the first meeting to the ninth meeting, 
namely referential meaning and nonreferential meaning. In the speech acts of students at 
Fatoni University in Thailand, there are more referential meanings than non-referential 
meanings. Because in this study there are many words that refer to objects in the BIPA 
learning process, there are events and circumstances in this BIPA learning process. 
 
4. CONCLUSION 
 Based on the results of the study, it can be concluded that the 3 variations of 
illocutionary speech acts are as follows : 

1) Types of variations of illocutionary speech acts at Fatoni University Thailand 
students in the BIPA learning process, there are four types of illocutionary speech 
acts found in the first meeting to the ninth meeting, namely there are 13 assertive 
speech acts declaring and 11 assertive speech acts expressing something, 2 
directive speech acts promising, 21 commissive speech acts of commanding and 
1 commissive speech act of begging, 18 expressive speech acts of saying thank 
you, 1 speech act of congratulating, and 1 speech act of praising. 

2) The function of illocutionary speech acts of Fatoni University Thailand students in 
the learning process. In this study, there are 3 functions of illocutionary speech 
acts, namely 1) competitive (ordering, begging 2) convivial: thanking and 
congratulating. 3) work together (collaborative): stated. From the first meeting to 
the ninth meeting, there are 21 speech acts of commanding, 1 speech act of 
begging which belongs to the competitive function, 18 speech acts of thanking, 1 
speech act of congratulating which belongs to the convivial function, 13 speech 
acts. states that belong to the function of working together (collaborative). 

The meaning of illocutionary speech acts of Fatoni University Thailand students in 
the BIPA learning process. In this research, there are 2 meanings of illocutionary speech acts 
by Fatoni University Thailand students in the BIPA learning process from the first meeting 
to the ninth meeting, namely referential meaning and nonreferential meaning. In the speech 
acts of students at Fatoni University in Thailand, there are more referential meanings than 
non-referential meanings. Because in this study there are many words that refer to objects 
in the BIPA learning process, there are events and circumstances in this BIPA learning 
process. 
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